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Equal Possibilities From The Start




GUIDE SHEET: BOOK
BIG RED BARN
BY: Margaret Wise Brown
Program Year: 1
Supporting Your Child’s Development:  A beautiful, soothing book that makes a perfect bedtime story and supports your child’s social-emotional development.  The rhymes will increase your child’s phonemic awareness, an essential part of reading readiness.  Making the animal sounds supports phonemic awareness.  The story is calming, as the vibrant colors of the day illustrations give way to those of dusk and night.  Your child can moo and meow along with the animals and the illustrations are full of intriguing little details to talk about.  Conversation is the basis of early literacy.
Read the story at the pace that holds your child’s attention:

· Sometimes just read the story through, enjoying the rhythm and giving your child time to look at each picture.  

· Sometimes talk about the story and whatever it brings to mind as you read.

· Explain the meaning of some of the words that are new to your child.  Use some of these words in your conversations with your child.  Children learn all the words they know just by hearing others speak and read them in a way that makes sense. 

· Try sprinkling “hard” words into your everyday life with your child and watch your child’s vocabulary grow and grow!

· Squeal, weather vane, hay, throats, lowed, stomped, bray

Help your child to “read” the pictures to develop an eye for detail:

· Follow the butterfly from page to page (and see the cat trying to catch it).  Can you find it in the barn?

· Describe the changes you see happening as the day moves from sunrise to sunset to moonrise.

· There’s a toy boat in the water barrel but you can’t see all of it until the last page.

· The toy bucket is upside down.  The picture of a dog is upside down too.

Try some of these ideas to encourage your child to talk about the pictures:

· Wait.  Turn to a page and pause for 5 to 10 seconds to give your child time to start to talk about it.  (It helps to count silently to yourself to be sure you wait long enough!)

· Follow your child’s lead.  Notice what your child is looking at or talking about and say something about that.

· Comment and wait or ask a question and wait.  

· Make a comment about something your child is looking at and wait 5 to 10 seconds to give your child time to respond.  
“The little pig is looking in the water barrel.”  “The mama mouse is holding one of her babies.”  “One of the kittens is trying to play with a puppy.”  “It’s starting to get dark.”

· Ask a question about something your child is looking at and wait 5 to 10 seconds to give your child time to respond.

“Why do you think the little pig is squealing?”  “Where do you think the children went away to?”  “Why do you think the pigs are lying in the mud?” “Where do you think the bats are going?”

· Respond and add a little more:  React warmly to your child’s contributions to the conversation and add an idea or a new word.  

“Yes, that’s the sun!  It’s coming up over the hill.”  “Yes, that’s a goose.  She’s looking around the corner.”  “Yes, that’s the tomcat.  He’s jumping out the window.”
For more fun with your child:

· Make the animal sounds with your child as you read the story.

· You and your child might like to make a book together.  It can be an animal book, another topic that your child chooses or an “anything” book!  You can use scrap paper, a notebook, any paper you have available.  It can be any size and shape you like and you can connect the pages with yarn, string, bag ties, whatever is handy!  Invite your child to draw or write whatever s/he wants.  You can also help him or her to cut out pictures from magazines and paste them into the book.  If your child wants you to, you can add a few words of text to each page.  
· Homemade books are fun to make, fun to read over and over, and fun to feel proud of!  Your child can learn a lot about how books and print from this simple activity.

· When it’s starting to get dark, point out to your child how things outside look similar to the way the animals in the book look when they are heading back to the barn at the end of the day.  Can you see anyone heading home at the end of the day?

An old favorite to sing with your child:  Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Remember throughout the home session to:

ENCOURAGE the child to talk.          

PRAISE the child for doing well.

ASK the child questions.


HELP the child when needed.

LISTEN to the child’s answers.


RESPOND to the child’s answers.
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