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Equal Possibilities From The Start




GUIDE SHEET: TOY
BLOCK WAGON
Program Year: 1
Supporting Your Child’s Development: Young children love to build with blocks.  As they decide what blocks to use, they are thinking, making decisions, and learning about balance and relationships.  They are also learning about shapes, sizes, classifying, colors, and numbers.  These skills are part of the foundation of school readiness, and are particularly the foundation of early numeracy and math readiness.  Blocks also encourage your child’s imagination and spark storytelling and the use of descriptive language, so it is vital to encourage this imaginative play, which plays an important role in early literacy.
It is fine for a two-year-old to focus on one activity, such as putting the blocks back in the wagon, or even simply pulling and pushing the wagon.  See what interests your child most.

Name and encourage your child to name:

· New words:  Blocks, pillar, column, corners, sides, box, bridge, arch, wagon, wheel

· Colors:  Red wheels, blocks of yellow, blue, green, orange, purple, pink

· Shapes:  Square, rectangle, round, circle, straight edge, rounded edge, pointed edge

· Sizes:  Small blocks, large blocks, long string, tall and short column, long rectangle block, two long wagon sides, two short wagon sides

· Numbers:  One wagon, four wheels, many blocks, two green columns

· Relationships:  Blocks in the wagon, wagon full of blocks, empty wagon, wheels on the side of the wagon, blocks placed on top of, under, beside, next to, near each other
· Categories:  Shapes, colors, things with wheels, things that roll

· Textures:  Hard blocks, smooth wheels, soft string.  Invite your child to feel the smooth texture of the wood and smell its scent.  Children learn best by using their five senses.

· Causing things to happen:  “If the blocks are not balanced, they will fall.” “If you pull the wagon, the wheels will turn.”  “If you turn the wagon over, the blocks fall out.”  “If you bump your building, it will fall down.”
Describe your actions.  Invite the child to describe his or her actions:

· General:  “Let’s build a house.” (or a train, tower, bridge, etc.)

· Sorting and Matching:  “Can you find another square?”  “Give Mommy/Daddy another circle like this one.”  “ Let’s put all the squares in this pile.”
· Fitting:  “Let’s fit all the blocks into the wagon.”
· Sounds:  “When you knocked your building down, it went crash!”  “If you bang two blocks together, they make a sound.  Let’s be quiet and listen.”
Suggestions
· Build next to your child.  Sometimes children will get ideas from the parent’s building.  Try to follow the child’s lead rather than asking your child to build something specific. That could be a frustrating experience.

· Give your child choices:  “What would you like to build?”  “What blocks do you need?”  “What color block would you like to use next?”
· When you are building, help your child to remember other experiences and tell you about them.  “You built a car.  Tell me about a time when you rode in a car.”
· Encourage your child to pretend.  In pretend play a child can express feelings, use imagination, and practice language.  “Let’s push the car across the table.  Beep, beep!”
· As your child builds, give him or her opportunities to count.  “You made such a tall tower.  Let’s count how many blocks you used.” 

· You can help your child as he or she develops self-control.  “Let’s try to pull the wagon slowly, so the blocks don’t fall out.”  “Let’s build with the blocks, not throw them.”
Hint:  As your child gets older, he/she will play with the blocks in very different ways.  A two-year-old might be totally satisfied with stacking two or three blocks.  A three-year-old might be ready to build a whole building.  One stage builds on another and every child is different.
When your child is finished using the blocks, encourage him or her to put them back in the wagon.  “Let’s put the blocks away so they’re all ready to play with next time.”  Teaching your child how to take care of toys builds self-confidence and helps your child to learn responsibility.  You are likely to end up doing most of the job, but if you make it fun, your child will want to help.
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