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Equal Possibilities From The Start




GUIDE SHEET: Toy

JUMBO LACING SHAPES
Program: 2
Supporting Your Child’s Development: The ability to thread the shapes on the string depends on your child’s fine motor skills.  This toy will allow your child to develop these skills, which are the foundation of the ability to write and to keyboard, and are key components to school readiness.  Help your child when she/he is clearly frustrated, but allow your child to try over and over again if she/he is exhibiting patience.  When your child masters this skill, she/he will feel successful and confident.  Counting the shapes, sorting them by either color or shape, and putting them into different sequences or patterns, will greatly improve your child’s early numeracy and math readiness skills. 

ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO NAME:

· COLORS: yellow, green, blue, red

· LABELS: laces, shapes, fish, horse, airplane, boy, butterfly

· SHAPES: circle, square, triangle, heart

· SIZE: long laces, small holes, large shape  

· NUMBERS: 1-9

· RELATIONSHIPS: lacing through the hole

· WORDS TO CLASSIFY: colors and shapes

ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TOY TO HELP YOUR CHILD REASON THINGS OUT:

What happens if you pull the lace too hard? 
Do you go through every hole? 
Can you match the shape with the same color lace? 
Can you put all the yellow shapes together?  Can you put all the stars together?

How else could you use this string? 
INVITE THE CHILD TO TELL ABOUT EXPERIENCES RELATED TO THE TOY:

Have you ever seen real stars before? What did they look like?

What does this string remind you of?

Have you ever worn a necklace? Why do you think people like to wear necklaces? 

Tell me about another time when you made something. 
Remember throughout the home visit to:

ENCOURAGE the child to talk.          

PRAISE the child for doing well.

ASK the child questions.
         


HELP the child when needed.

LISTEN to the child’s answers.


RESPOND to the child’s answers.
ACTIVITY: Make a necklace out of the shapes. Use the shapes and trace them on paper to color. 

WORDS TO GROW ON: Lace, necklace, sew, pattern
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