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Equal Possibilities From The Start




GUIDE SHEET: BOOK

THE SNOWY DAY

BY: Ezra Jack Keats

Program Year: 2

Supporting Your Child’s Development:  This book is wonderful for stimulating your child’s cognitive development.  The idea that you can’t keep a snowball for very long in your pocket is a good question for your child to ponder.  Why does snow turn into water and when does that transformation happen?  Does this relate to your own child’s experience with snow?  This book, with its gentle family theme, will encourage discussions about your own family routines, and will support your child’s social-emotional development.  Remember to snuggle close to your child during reading, ask lots of questions, and encourage conversation.  These are all important elements of early literacy, and the snuggling will allow your child to associate reading with security and closeness to you.

· Invite the child to sit, look, and listen.

· Look at and talk about the cover, title, and author.

· Show and describe how to turn the pages and treat the book.

· Read to child in a clear, easy voice.

· Interact with the illustrations in an imaginative way.

· Enjoy the book yourself.

Label and encourage child to name:
Labels:
SNOWSUIT, SNOWFLAKE, FENCE, STICK, STREETLIGHT, WINDOW, FOOTPRINTS, STOPLIGHT

Colors:
RED snowsuit, GREEN light, BLUE door, BROWN fence, PINK bathtub, YELLOW sun, WHITE snow

Numbers:
ONE stick, TWO children, THREE tracks, MANY snowflakes

Shapes & Sizes:  ROUND snowballs, LONG tracks, SQUARE window, LARGEST and SMALLEST snowball

Relationships:  The snow fell ON Peter's head, from the TOP of the tree, IN the bathtub, DOWN the hill.

Categories:
CLOTHING, CHILDREN, SNOW
Causing Things to Happen:  When Peter hit the tree with the stick, snow fell down on his head.

Invite Child to Tell About Own Experiences: Did you ever play in the snow?  Did you ever have a bubble bath?  What color is your snowsuit?

Help Child to Reason Things Out and to Make Choices:  Why did the snowball melt in Peter's pocket?  Why was the snow deeper the next day?  When I watch the snow melt, I learn about cause and effect.

	Remember to praise your child to build his or her self-esteem.

	LABEL AND TRY TO USE THESE WORDS IN CONVERSATION

WITH YOUR CHILD THIS WEEK.

	Dragged
	Slide
	Throwing

Smacking

	Climb
	Falling
	


Fun ideas to try with your child

Let’s Pretend:

· Let’s pretend to make snowballs, snowmen, and snow angels.

· Let’s pretend to put on mittens, zip coats, put on boots and hats.

· Use with blocks – Put block over pictures, look into holes and say, “I see a sled,” etc.

· Act out pages.  Repeat, “crunch, crunch, crunch.”  Put feet out in front and point toes in and out as in the picture.  Have fun making an angel – even without snow!

· Let the child say, “Stop,” for the red light, “Go,” for the green.  Turn the page when child says, “Go.”

· Pop bubbles – small bubbles, large bubbles.

· Sing, “This is the way we wash our face,” etc., on bathtub page.

· Look out the window to see if there is snow on the ground and on the buildings.

· Put snow in a paper cup and watch it melt.

· Use blocks and make a bed for Peter.  

· Use red and green shapes blocks to make traffic lights.

· Use Blocks to make a sailboat.

A fun finger game to try:

Snow!

Snow is on the housetop.

(Make point with fingers for roof.)

Snow is on the ground.

(Point to the ground.)

Snow is on the mountain.

(Make mountain with arms.)

Snow is all around.

(Move hands in big circles)

A poem:
Snow by Alice Wilkins

The snow fell softly all the night.

It made a blanket soft and white.

It covered houses, flowers, and ground,

But did not make a single sound!
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