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Equal Possibilities From The Start



GUIDE SHEET: BOOK

TITLE: WILL I HAVE A FRIEND?
BY: Miriam Cohen

Program: 2
Supporting Your Child’s Development:  This book addresses some of the experiences your child will have after graduating from the Parent-Child Program and continuing on into school.  As you read with your child, talk about all the activities that your child will be doing in school, and remind her or him that she has done many of the same activities with you.  Talk about how to make friends by sharing, taking turns, making conversation, and being a good listener.  Your child’s ability to do these things all relate to emotional self-regulation, which directly relates to your child’s school success, as well as his or her ability to make friends.  Continue to practice the give-and-take of conversation, active listening, and following directions at home – this will help your child do well in school.

· Show your child the front, the back and the spine of the book.

· Show and read the title page.

· Show and describe how to turn the pages and take care of the book.

· Read to him or her in a clear, easy voice.  Don’t go too fast. 

STOP AT MOST PICTURES TO HELP YOUR CHILD NAME:

COLORS:  Peach, yellow, red, brown, white, black, gray, pink
SHAPES:  Rectangle, square, circle, stripes, and checks
SIZES:  Tall, short, long, oval

NUMBERS:  One teacher, five mounds of clay, seven glasses
RELATIONSHIPS:  Doll in the carriage, stack blocks on top of each other, glasses on the tray
CATEGORIES:  Toys, children
LABELS:   Wagon, blocks, boy, girl, cat, dog, dad, mom, teacher, easel, books, clay

INVITE YOUR CHILD TO TELL ABOUT HIS OR HER EXPERIENCES:

Have you ever visited a school?  What did you see?  Tell me about your friends.  What are their names?  Name some activities you can do in school.  What is your favorite thing to play? 

ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PICTURES TO HELP YOUR CHILD

 REASON THINGS OUT:

 Why was Jim sad when he first went to school?  What makes you sad?

 Do you think Jim had a good time at school?  Why?  

 How would you make friends?

Remember throughout the home visit to:

    ENCOURAGE the child to talk.          

PRAISE the child for doing well

HELP the child when needed.


ASK the child questions.

RESPOND to the child’s answers. 

      LISTEN to the child’s answers.

ACTIVITY:   Build using the blocks from the program

WORDS TO GROW ON:  EASEL, MOUND, FRIEND
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